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SIERRA LEONE

21st Session of the UPR

SPAIN
21 January 2015

Mr President,

Sierra Leone welcomes the delegation of Spain and thanks them for their comprehensive national report. 
My delegation commends the drawing up of a Framework Protocol for the protection of Trafficked Persons and the recent appointment of a National Rapporteur on human trafficking, as well as the reform of the Criminal Code which will incorporate provisions to criminalize forced marriage.

Sierra Leone however remains concerned about the plight of asylum seekers and would encourage the government to provide access to procedural safeguards and guarantee their right to equality before national law and to non-discrimination.  Sierra also encourages Spain to address allegations of ethnic and racial profiling, gender-based violence and abuse of persons with disabilities.
Recommendations:

1. Ratify the ICRMW.

2. Submit its overdue report to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

3. Ensure the minimum age of marriage for children disallows early marriage.
4. Close gender gaps by promoting and monitoring the equal representation of women in decision-making positions. 

Sierra Leone wishes Spain every success in its review.

In conclusion, Sierra Leone would like to note that, in spite of the economic challenges faced by Spain following the financial crisis of 2008 onwards, Spain has consistently contributed to the OHCHR and to various UN Funds and Programmes. 

Thank you, Mr President. 
